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“And It Was Night” 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 
John 18:30 


ND it was night. Not calm, familiar 
night, 
With hill and star, with darkness cool 
and kind; 
Not these, but total abstinence of light, 
Like sudden midnight coming on the 
blind: 
No drowsy settling of weary wings, 
No light wind shyly fingering the air, 
But darkness that was gross, like that 
which clings 
To doom and desolation and despair. 


And it was night. And Judas went 
alone— 
But how alone, or at what cruel cost 
He gave the kiss that made the Saviour 
known, 
He did not dream. Until, too late, too 
lost, 
He cast his portion on the potter’s sod— 
And turned forever from the Son of God. 


“ 
One Spirit, Many Instruments 


Much tension and friction would be 
relieved if we could always see God's 
work from His point of view. There 
is in most of us a secret desire to see 
others poured into the same mold as 
ourselves, and this gives rise to embit- 
tering criticism. But God can and does 
use an amazing variety of instruments to 





get His work done, provided they are 
pliable in His hands and trust and obey. 
A new restfulness comes to us when we 
realize this and simply trust Him to do 
what is best for and with His other 
workers. There are helpful thoughts on 
the “diversities of gifts” in the follow- 
ing comments by Matthew Henry on the 
ministries of John the Baptist and 
Christ: “(1) On the one hand, John 
came mourning to them, neither eating 
nor drinking; not conversing familiarly 
with people, nor ordinarily eating in 
company, but alone, in his cell in the 
wilderness, where his meat was locusts 
and wild honey. Now this, one would 
think, should work upon them; for such 
an austere, mortified life as this, was 
very agreeable to the doctrine he 
preached: and that minister is most 
likely to do good, whose conversation 
is according to his doctrine: and yet 
the preaching even of such a minister 
is not always effectual. (2) On the 
other hand, the Son of man came eat- 
ing and drinking, and so he piped unto 
them. Christ conversed familiarly with 
all sorts of people, not affecting any 
peculiar strictness or austerity; he was 
affable and easy of access, not shy of 
any company, was often at feasts, both 
with Pharisees and publicans, to try_ if 
this would win upon those who were 
not wrought upon by John’s reserved- 
ness: those who were not awed by 
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John’s frowns, would be allured by 
Christ’s smiles; from whom St. Paul 
learned to become all things to all men, 
1 Corinthians 9:22, Now our Lord Jesus, 
by his freedom, did not at all condemn 
John, any more than John did condemn 
him, though their deportment was so 
very different. Note, Though we are 
never so clear in the goodness of our 
own practice, yet we must not judge of 
others by it. There may be a great 
diversity of operations, where it is the 
same God that worketh all in all (1 Cor. 
12:6), and this various manifestation of 
the Spirit is given to every.man to profit 
withal, v. 7. ,Observe especially, that 
God’s ministers are variously gifted: 
the ability and genius of some lie one 
way, of others, another way: some are 
Boanerges—sons of thunder; others, 
Barnabases—sons of cOnsolation; yet all 
these worketh that one and the self- 
same Spirit (1 Cor. 12:11), and there- 
fore we ought not to condemn either, 
but to praise both, and praise God for 
both, who thus tries various ways of 
dealing with persons of various tem- 
pers, that sinners may be either made 
pliable or left inexcusable, so that, what- 
ever the issue is, God will be glorified.” 
We can, therefore, rejoice in the work 
that God has given us to do and do it 
with our might, remembering Christ's 
word to Peter, “What is that to thee? 
follow thou me” (John 21:22). 


In His Steps Toward Gethsemane 


By the Rev. Olav Eikland 


ARKNESS covered the _ sacred 
D Garden of Gethsemane on that 
memorable night. The Saviour 
had come there for a season of prayer, 


for it was a place where He “ofttimes 
resorted ... with his disciples.” How- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But I am poor and needy; yet 
the Lord thinketh upon me: thou 
art my help and my deliverer; 
make no tarrying, O my God” 
(Psa. 40:17). 























ever, this night He had not His chosen 
apostles close by Him. “A stone’s cast” 
separated them from their divine Master 
bodily, and a deep abyss parted them 
from Him spiritually. While Jesus “be- 
ing in agony .. . prayed more earnestly,” 
His disciples were “sleeping for sorrow.” 
Our Saviour needed to be alone that 
night. A cross was to be laid on Him 
between the olive trees of Gethsemane. 
In a few hours the Roman governor 
was to put the body of Christ on a cross. 
God Himself placed a cross on the soul 
of His divine Son that night in Geth- 
semane. 
There, in Heaven’s and earth’s darkest 
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hour, Jesus made a full commitment of 
His life to the will of His Heavenly 
Father. As Son of man He had to enter 
the crucible of intense suffering “when 
he had offered up prayers and suppli- 
cations with strong crying and tears” 
(Heb. 5:7). In agonizing prayer “his 
Sweat was as it were great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground” 
(Luke 22:44). 

Our Redeemer emerged from this 
furnace of affliction perfected as a man: 
He learned “obedience by the things he 
suffered” (Heb, 5:8). In this sacred 
hour our Lord was “made' perfect” (Heb. 
5:9) Son as well as perfect man. Thus 
He became the perfect Redeemer—for 
He could in complete submission say, 
“Lo, I come .. . to do thy will, O God” 
(Heb. 10:7). , 

In Gethsemane our Saviour bridged 
the chasm of that stone’s throw sepa- 
rating Him and His disciples; “being 
made perfect, he became the author of 
eternal salvation unto all them that 
obey him” (Heb, 5:9). Here we have 
the true basis for our sanctification: “By 
the which will we are sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all” (Heb. 10:10). 

Although the rough réad our Saviour 
had to tread in order to complete our 
redemption began in Gethsemane and 
terminated on Golgotha, the path of His 
followers begins at Calvary’s cross and 
descends from there to Gethsemane. 

As Christ had to shéd tears, and sweat 
mingled with blood in preparation for 
His crucifixion, so the Christian can 
enter with Him into the wine press of 
God, where life’s true elixir is provided 
for victorious Christian living and 
strength for Christian service. 

In the most critical hour of Britain’s 
history, during World War II, Winston 
Churchill said to his people: “I de- 
mand of you al] that you have, if we 
are to win this war: your strength and 
your time, your sweat, your tears, and 
your blood!” The British nation ac- 
cepted the challenge of its prime min- 
ister. For five long years they put at 
the disposal of the war effort all that 
they were and possessed. Thus they 
were saved from the deplorable fate 
of France, preserving for themselves, 
and for the Western democratic nations, 
their democratic liberty. The same sac- 
rifice is demanded for the preservation 
’ and extension of God’s Kingdom in our 
lives and in the world. 

From the first Christian martyr, 
Stephen, to the latest Colombian martyr, 
the history of the Christian Church 
proves the truth of the proverb that 
“the blood of the martyrs is the seed 
of the Church”; and, moreover, it is 
also the precious liquid that irrigates 
the soil of God’s Kingdom. 

The tears of a godly Christian mother 
fertilized the seed of God’s Word in the 
mind and heart of her son Augustine, 
leading him to repentance and new life. 
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If the Christian church of Jerusalem 
had waited for the arrival of automo- 
biles and airplanes for the propagation 
of the Gospel, Christianity would have 
found its grave in the place of its birth. 
The apostles and their fellow mission- 
aries ascended the great mountains of 
Asia and Europe, freely giving the sweat 
of their bodies in order to reach the 
most remote regions with the good news 
of the Gospel. 

Even today there are thousands of 
colporteurs, evangelists, and pastors who 
give their all for the Gospel, ascending 
the steep ascents to the Himalayas, or 
the Andes, traveling over the immense 
plains under the tropical sun, or suffer- 
ing intense cold in the arctic regions in 
order to make Christ and His salvation 
known to earth’s inhabitants. At the 
same time other multitudes and heroes 
of the faith dedicate their lives, through 
the strength of their divine Master, giv- 
ing themselves to the ministry of inter- 
cession. 

Where does the Christian obtain the 
vital force to follow in the footsteps of 
Christ to self-surrender, finding in this 
act a door of entry into that path which 
goes on to perfection? (Heb. 6:1.) It is 
found in acceptance of Jesus Christ as 
“wisdom, and righteousness .. . and re- 
demption,” committing our lives unto 
Him as our “sanctification” (1 Cor. 1:30). 

When Jesus suffered agony in Geth- 
semane “there appeared an angel unto 
him from heaven, strengthening him” 
(Luke 22:43). The Holy Spirit has de- 
scended from Heaven to Christ’s Church 
offering it a cup which contains all the 
grace and-strength that Christ obtained 
for us in the complete redemption He 
provided for us in Gethsemane and on 
Calvary. In this cup we shall find that 
elixir which “restoreth my soul,” mak- 
ing us sufficient for all things, and to 
suffer for Him who loved us, to spend 
and be spent in His service. 

This cup of all-abundant grace is ob- 
tainable for you in your personal de- 
votion, at your family altar, in the com- 
munion of the saints, and at the Lord’s 
table, 

One purifying ingredient in the cup 
that gives stimulus to our Christian love 
is the spiritual vitamin T (tears). The 
Christian friendship and fellowship be- 
tween Paul and his son in the faith, 
Timothy, was sweetened in the apostle’s 
heart because he was mindful of Timo- 
thy’s tears (2 Tim, 1:4). This fountain 
of Christian tears seems to have stag- 
nated today in the fellowship of the 
saints. This lack of spiritual lubrica- 
tion has contributed to stratify the 
church into social isolation, class dis- 
tinction, racial odium, and religious par- 
ticularism. 

As a missionary for thirty-eight years 
among people of a foreign race, I can 
give the testimony that the best purify- 
ing element of Christian love between 
missionaries and native Christians was 
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when we could bathe our souls in tears 
of spiritual joy, praise, and intercession, 
An editor of a Christian magazine re- 
ceived this note from:a writer who sent 
him a manuscript: “Dipping my pen 
in my own heart-blood, mingled with 
my tears, I have prepared the article 
I enclose.” This colorful writing is 
needed today in the Christian press. 

Should frigid be, my love to Thee, 

My Saviour, God and Man, 

Remind me of Gethsemane 

And what Thou didst for me. 

—Trans. from a Norwegian song. 

The Church of Christ is a branch 
grafted into the tree of Calvary’s cross. 
It is nurtured by the soil which drank 
the blood of our Redeemer. But more 
fecundity for that tree of life is found 
as its roots grow deeper into the Gar- 
den of Gethsemane where the ground is 
perennially moistened by the tears and 
sweat of our agonizing Saviour. 

It is in this deep soil where the fruit 
of the Spirit attains its maximum size 
and perfect flavor. Because it is only 
where the Christian can truly say, with 
his heart fully submissive, and surrend- 
ered unconditionally to his Lord, “Let 
Thy will be done in my life,” that the 
spiritual potential can find complete un- 
folding and its fruit attain perfect ripe- 
ness. 
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Notes on Open Letters 





More About Space Travel 


In “Notes on Open Letters” I read 
with interest the comments on space 
travel. That was inevitable, wasn’t it? 
Recently I came upon this arresting 
verse in Deuteronomy 30:4. “If any of 
thine be driven out unto the outmost 
parts of heaven, from thence will the 
Lord thy God gather thee, and from 
thence will he fetch thee.” Will they 
be using Christians or Jews instead 
of dogs? I was quite sure that this 
referred to space travel, and likewise 
that God is not sufficiently impressed 
with such accomplishmerfts to devote 
much of His Word to them, except to 
state that He will overrule—A Wis- 
consin reader. 

I heard a godly Bible teacher give 
the following which may be of inter- 
est to you: 

Comparing the present age with the 
age in Genesis 10 and 11, it was 
pointed out that man tried to reach 
unto Heaven (Gen, 11:4). God there 
confounded their language and scat- 
tered them abroad. Psalm 19 says, 
“The heavens declare the glory of 
God.” Isaiah 42:8, “I am the Lord: 
that is my name: and my glory will I 
not give to another.” (See also Isa. 
48:11.) Man and his sputniks are try- 
ing to reach unto the heavens now.— 
A Louisiana pastor. 


Genesis 11:4 reads: “And they said, 
Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, 
whose top may reach unto heaven; and 


(Continued on page 210) 
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“Ill A. J. Gordon's Zeal for Foreign Missions 


His far-reaching influence as 
editor and author 


in Boston, Dr. Gordon had labored 

to increase the missionary interest 
and activity in the Clarendon Street 
Church, as he realized quite clearly the 
vital interdependence of missionary zeal 
and spiritual growth. His efforts were 
rewarded; as his people grew in spiritu- 
ality, so their horizon widened until it 
took in “the uttermost part of -the 
earth.” 

But his labors for missions were not 
confined: to his own church. He was 
co-editor with Dr. A. T. Pierson of the 
Missionary Review of the World. He 
was in demand as a speaker on mis- 
sions at Bible conferences and on other 
occasions. At the theological seminary 
of the Reformed Church in America, 
New Brunswick, N. J., he delivered six 
lectures in a course on foreign missions, 
which were published in book form 
in 1893. . 

In the chapter on “The Holy Spirit's 
Preparation in Missions” he thrills us 
with the story of John Evangelist Goss- 
ner, a Romanist priest who was influ- 
enced by Martin Boos, an evangelical 
Luther within the Roman Catholic 
Church, and by Spitler, the German 
Pietist, was led to withdraw into the 


Fs the beginning of his ministry 


Protestant Church, and _ eventually 
founded the Gossner Mission. ‘Gossner 
believed in the Holy Ghost. As by a 


distinct anointing of the Spirit he was 
separated and sanctified for his work, 
so did the anointing abide on him till 
the end. He regarded the Holy Spirit 
as the Administrator of missions. There- 
fore he relied on prayer more than on or- 
ganization. Having done all in his power, 
he would sit in his little room and 
commit the distant work to this Divine 
Executor, and ‘beg Him to direct it all 
after His own will.’ Instead of an elab- 
orate manual of instructions, this was 
the simple and stirring commission 
which he put into the hands of his mis- 


sionaries: ‘Believe, hope, love, pray, 
burn, wake the dead! Hold fast by 
prayer; wrestle like Jacob! Up, up, my 


brethren! The Lord is coming, and to 
every one He will say, “Where hast 
thou left these heathen? With the 
Devil?” Oh, swiftly seek these souls, and 
enter not without them into the pres- 
ence of the Lord.’” 


A Faith School of Missions 

The Holy Spirit used Pastor Louis 
Harms, who was thirty-five years 
younger than Gossner, to found another 
faith mission. “With the poor peasants 
of his Hermannsburg Church as his 
missionary staff—farmers, _ carpenters, 





By GEORGE HUGH SEVILLE, D.D. 


Dr. Gordon was co-editor of the 
“Missionary Review of the World” 
with Dr. Arthur T. Pierson. In the 
biography of Dr. Pierson by his son, 
Delavan L. Pierson, who succeeded 
him as editor, is the following touch- 
ing note: “In February, 1895, Dr. 
Gordon passed away after a brief 
illness and so the closest link to 
the American Baptist Church was 
severed. On the day of his friend’s 
Home-going Dr. Pierson wrote: 
‘Gordon died today (February 2) at 
midnight and the change it makes 
in my life is unutterable. Of all 
men on this side he was dearest 
to me, my counsellor in everything 
—no difference of opinion in any- 
thing important and perfect sym- 
pathy of heart and action.” The 
fourth and concluding article in this 
series by Dr. Seville will appear 
next week. 





smiths, and tailors—he planted the Gos- 
pel in the most distant places, drawing 
on the Lord’s treasury alone for funds, 
till at the end of thirty-one years he 
had put into the field and supported 
more than 350 missionaries, and at the 
end of forty years had gathered out 
from the heathen a church of more than 
13,000 members. . . . Would the reader 
care to audit his accounts and get an 
insight into his methods of collection 
and his sources of income? ‘I prayed 
to the Lord Jesus that He would pro- 
vide the needed sum’ is the artless entry 
which constantly appears upon his 
books, and the balancing of his accounts 
is in the same simple style: ‘Last year, 
1857, I needed for the mission fifteen 
thousand crowns, and the Lord gave me 
that and sixty over. This year I needed 
double, and the Lord has given me 
double and one hundred and forty over.’ 

“This faith school of missions, of 
which Gossner may be said to be the 
father, is one in which all missionary 
managers would do well to study, 
whether or not they propose to prac- 
tice in it. The one emphatic and un- 
varying lesson which it teaches is how 
greater things single men and churches 
in living union with Jesus Christ can 
accomplish than vast combinations of 
Christians depending mainly upon or- 
ganization. It requires but little capital 
to work this kind of missionary enter- 
prise, but it requires large faith. This 
being in exercise, the unvarying law 
seems to be that the funds come just 
as they are needed.” 

Dr. Gordon discovered that in all the 





revivals of missionary interest and work 
there was “some form of Pietism at the 
fountainhead.” In defending the Pie- 
tists, who had been accused of “mysti- 
_cism” and “millenarianism,” he defined 
these terms as “the inward life” and 
“the upward look.” “In other words, 
in the midst of a secularized church and 
an evil generation they retreated upon 
primitive Christianity and re-enacted 
the first chapter of the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, gazing up into Heaven, and hearing 
the angels say, ‘This same Jesus; which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven’; and tarrying in 
the upper room to realize the promise, 
“Ye shall receive the power of the Holy 
Ghost coming upon you.’ Olivet and 
Jerusalem! These were the starting- 
points of apostolic missions; and they 
have been such for every subsequent 
missionary movement, and will be such 
to the end.” 


A Proposal To Abandon the Congo 


In 1884 Dr. Gordon was used of God 
in a crisis that was of great importance 
to the cause of missions. For some time 
the American Baptist Missionary Union 
had been considering the sending out 
of missionaries to open work in Africa. 
Before action had been taken, the Liv- 
ingstone Inland Mission, founded in 
1877 by Mr. and Mrs. Grattan Guinness 
of London, was handed over to the 
AB.M.U. “By this time its stations 
were planted all up and down the Lower 
Congo. Twenty-five men and women 
were in the field, acclimatized and 
instructed in the vernacular. ... All 
the preliminary expenses, all the dis- 
couragements of frequent sicknesses and > 
early deaths, which accompany mission- 
ary pioneering, had been met by the 
founders. The mission with all its 
equipment was bequeathed without con- 
ditions to the American Baptists.” 

The gift was accepted at the annual 
meeting of the denomination in Detroit 
in 1884. Soon after that, however, a 
cautious conservatism began to call for 
a “concentration of interests” in oppo- 
sition to expansion, and pressure was 
brought by many to recall the mission- 4 
aries from the Congo and abandon the 
field. This cowardly proposal to give 
up a field so providentially granted in- 
cited Dr. Gordon to do his utmost to 
prevent such a catastrophe. He made 
an appeal to his own church and con- 
ference; he wrote a telling tract and 
magazine articles, and finally traveled 
with Dr. Sims, of the Congo Mission, 
through the country east of the Missis- 
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sippi, urging the evangelization of the 
Livingstone Inland Mission’s area, 

“The response to these appeals was 
such as to place the Congo Mission be- 
yond even the suggestion of abandon- 
ment.” The question was settled unani- 
mously at the annual conference at 
Asbury Park. One who had gone 
through this critical experience with 
him wrote after his death: “Dr. Gor- 
don’s best monument is the Congo Mis- 
sion. He saved it!” 

The Centenary Conference on Foreign 
Missions was held in London in 1888. 
It was interdenominational, ecumenical, 
and evangelical, representing every 
missionary society and every evangel- 
ical church that had in it anything of 
missionary activity. Veteran mission- 
aries, such as J. Hudson Taylor, Bishop 
Crowther, John Wilkinson, and others, 
thrilled the audiences as they related 
their experiences on different fields. 
Sir William Muir, Sir Monier Williams, 
and other laymen, some of them the 
highest authorities on the religions of 
the Far East, showed the utter failure 
of the ethnic faiths to provide a way of 
salvation. When Dr. Gordon spoke oc- 
casionally he was heard with interest, 
as his remarks were always to the point. 
One excerpt may well be pondered to- 
day as relevant to present conditions: 

“We have a Bible that is one, but 
that has been translated into at least 
three hundred languages. Now remem- 
ber that the old church, that shed rivers 
of blood to prevent one church of Christ 
Jesus being translated into various 
sects, also shed rivers of blood to pre- 
vent the Word of God being translated 
into various languages. That church is 
just as opposed to a polyform Chris- 
tianity as it is to a polyglot Bible. 
But we have both, 

“Are we not, then, to look for a re- 
union of the church? I cannot dwell on 
this point long, but will simply say, Yes; 
I ‘beseech you, brethren, by the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gath- 
ering together unto him’ (2 Thess, 2:1). 
That will be a reunion of Christendom, a 
reunion in which there will be included 
nothing ‘that, defileth,’ or ‘worketh abom- 
ination, or maketh a lie.’” 

Dr. Gordon, with Dr. A. T. Pierson, went 
from London to Paris to visit the McAll 
Mission, then accepted the urgent in- 
vitation from Scotland to address a 
series of meetings in Edinburgh, timed 
so as to reach the university students. 
Before these meetings were over, Dr. 
Gordon and Dr. Pierson were pressed 
to hold a missionary campaign in the 
principal cities and towns in Scotland. 
As they labored in the Scottish churches 
the interest in missions was quickened 
and deepened. 

On his return to America he was 
elected to the position of chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Missionary Union. He had 
been a member of this committee for 
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seventeen years, but as chairman he 
guided its deliberations for six years 
more. At his death his fellow members 
passed the following minute: “... The 
value of his incumbency was enhanced 
by the unvarying courtesy of his de- 
meanor, the combined dignity and af- 
fability of his bearing toward his asso- 
ciates, the ‘clear knowledge and sound 
judgment which he brought to the 
elucidation of the questions involved in 
our work—questions always grave and 
often intricate and perplexing—the pa- 
tience, the faith, the mingled modera- 
tion and energy, and the untiring 
industry of his service.” 

His committee work for the Mission- 
ary Union was very taxing, but very 
satisfying fo his missions-loving heart. 
His remark, “The best prayer book is 
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a map of the world,” show@i his con- 
viction that missions is a vital part of 
the Christian’s life. “Instead of praying 
for the Lord’s blessing upon our mis- 
sion fields and upon our missionary 
brethren in general, let us get a list of 
their names and take some one of them 
before the throne of God each day. Let 
us make ourselves so far acquainted 
with their circumstances of trial or suc- 
cess that we shall have definite petitions 
or thanksgivings to make for them. Let 
the missionaries be reminded to send 
home specific requests for prayer, and 
let them be taken up for definite re. 
membrance at our monthly ‘meetings, 
For ourselves, we have ‘found great 
blessing and profit in going through the 
missionary list day after day.” 
(To be continued) 


What the Christian Home League is doing 
to stem the tide of spiritual bankruptcy in our land 


ROM every side we hear about spir- 

itual degeneration, delinquency, de- 
feat, and death in the area of our 
national morals, It is generally agreed 
that the source of this infection is the 
average American home. The offspring 
from lukewarm Christian homes, non- 
Christian homes, anti-Christian homes, 
and godless homes are the people who 
are slowly bringing spiritual bankruptcy 
to our land. 

The Christian Home League is doing 
something about the trouble. Organ- 
ized in 1946, in Philadelphia, with of- 
fices in the Land Title Building, it has 
grown considerably. It resulted from a 
God-given conviction to an army chap- 
lain, Colonel James A. Bryant, during 
World War II. 

Here is a copy of a letter from him 
to Mr. Horace F. Dean in 1944, which 
was distributed in tract form and read 
by several million people: 


As mothers and fathers of service- 
men from whom you are separated, 
for whom you pray by day and by 
night, and news from whom you 
anxiously and fearfully await with 
your heart in your throat, you are 
learning from the Heavenly Father 
the meaning of parenthood. 


Some of your men and sons will 
return crippled in body and perverted 
in mind, weakened in will, and, worst 
of all, diseased in spirit. Some of 
you will have only memories. 

For four busy and heartbreaking 
years as a chaplain, I have tried to 
be pastor, parent, and brother to 
American servicemen. With my own 
eyes I have seen hundreds become 
children of God and begin living for 
Christ in most difficult surroundings. 
I have seen the glorious results of 
Christian training, as hundreds of men 
and Officers, by the grace of God, dem- 
onstrated the Spirit of Christ in. the 


A 





By JAMES A. BRYANT 


camps. These things keep me alive 
and encouraged in service for my 
Lord, 


On the other hand, I have seen hun- 
dreds of men disintegrate in body, 
mind, and soul on the very brink of 
hell. We stand hopelessly by and 
watch with horror and amazement as 
men and Officers sell themselves to 
hell and drag their companions with 
them. I know and you know the 
cause of their moral failure. As par- 
ents, many are guilty before God and 
man. My pity goes out to all such, 
and indeed, any person needs pity as 
he faces these evil days without God. 
Now there are volunteer teams (names 

and addresses on request) in some 
forty-five population centers that are 
working at the job of enlisting parents 
to commit themselves to Bible reading 
and prayer in their homes. These lay- 
men conduct what is designated as “A 
Family Worship Service” in _ local 
churches or before other interested 
groups. The service is simple and 
usually consists of a devotional, a tes- 
timony by one or two persons who have 
experienced unusual blessings as a re- 
sult of the influence of a Christian home, 
an earnest plea for decisions from the 
congregation to, establish the practice 
of Bible reading and prayer in the home, 
led by the parents. A print of the beau- 
tiful painting “Family Worship,” by 
F. Sands Brunner, is presented to the 
church or group. Family worship cove- 
nants are given to all the families mak- 
ing decisions. 

As a result of these services, there are 
upwards of two thousand such decisions 
a month across the land. The promo- 
tion and direction of these services is 
under the supervision of Joel Darby, 
president of the Christian Home League, 
Fred Lindblad, field missionary, and 
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Christian Home League team captains 
in the various cities. Headquarters for 
this phase of the work is 440 South Main 
Street, North Syracuse, New York, 
The Washington, D. C., office of the 
Christian Home League, 3920 Alton 
Place, N.W., directs the placing of fam- 
ily worship pictures in motels and hotels 
to bring the lesson of family worship 
to the attention of our people. This 
phase of the work is under the direc- 
tion of George Naramore. James A. 
Bryant, the founder and director of the 
Christian Home League, is working in 
the Washington, D. C., office in ad- 
dition to his duties as pastor of the 
Wisconsin Avenue’ Baptist Church. 
There are only two men and three sec- 
retaries who are paid a salary for their 
work. All the others, 653, are volun- 
teers. The expenses of printing, mail- 
ing, publishing the periodical, Christian 
Home Messenger, rent, travel, and the 
like, quickly exhaust our modest budget. 
We present below a letter from Mr. 
J. Edgar Hoover, received early in the 
organization’s development. 


May I take this occasion to extend 
best wishes for the continued success 
of the Christian Home League, dedi- 
cated to the fostering of family wor- 
ship and a knowledge of the teachings 
of God. 

Such work is certainly in the Amer- 
ican tradition and necessary for the 
preservation of our land against the 
forces of evil which are seeking its 
destruction. By religious training the 
home, the foundation stone upon 
which our country is built, will be 
strengthened and both God and our 
nation will be served. 

In these days of selfishness, mate- 
rialism, and greed our citizens must 
know and understand the principles 
of Christianity, lest chaos and decay 
result. Proper moral training in the 
home will produce men of character 


Extra Dividend 
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and fortitude well qualified to lead 
America as our forefathers planned. 
J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United States Department of 
Justice. 
Washington 25, D. C. 
‘ August 3, 1951. 


We earnestly request the prayerful 
support of SunpAy ScHooL TIMEs readers. 
Pray daily for our workers. Write us 
about beginning part of a Christian 
Home League team in your area. 

To every persOn who contributes $1 
or more to the promotion of this worthy 
cause, we will send “The Story of Fam- 
ily Worship,” and a beautiful full color 
framed photograph of the painting, 
“Family Worship.” Send contributions 
and requests to Christian Home League, 
3920 Alton Place, N.W., Washington 16, 
D. C, 

If we are to equip our children to 
meet and overcome the terrible temp- 
tations they must face in today’s world, 
we must give them the example and 
spiritual reinforcement that only comes 
when we obey God as He speaks in 
Deuteronomy 6:6, 7: “These words 

. Shall be in thine heart: and thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt ‘talk of them when 
thou sittest in thine house.” 

The fears, the fanatiéisms, the futil- 
ities, and the frustrations that bear in 
upon our people—young and old—must 
be met in the power of the Holy Spirit 
as He guides through the Holy Word of 
God. This Word must be planted in the 
child’s mind before Satan poisons it 
with error. Parents must be led to see 
their persona] responsibility in this con- 
nection, 

What do you expect to do about your 
responsibility? 

WasuincrTon, D. C, 


Using a Bible alphabet at roll call time 


N QUR modern schoo! system, we find 

the word “extracurricular,” which 
means some activity outside the regular 
Schedule. Strangely enough, it some- 
times happens that these avenues turn 
Out to be very important contributors 
to the future well-being of the student. 
Just so, something supplemental to the 
regular lessons prescribed may well be 
of special] value to the Sunday school 
pupil. 

My mother-in-law passed along in our 
family a document called “The Bible 
Alphabet.” It is a simple device calling 
attention to special verses in the Bible. 
Used at roll call time, running through 
the alphabet and getting responses from 
the pupils as to what verse was. sug- 
Sested by the letters, such a list might 
Well, before the end of the year, be the 





By OMER A. KEARNEY 


means of. familiarizing the whole class 
with a goodly number of Bible verses. 

Should the teacher succeed, by some 
such method, in planting in the minds 
of the students these great promises 
and affirmations, it might well be the 
best contribution of the entire year. 
Who can tell what influence these gems 
of spiritual guidance might hold, if once 
fixed in the young minds? What helps 
in times of crisis, what sustenance in 
adversity, and what reminders of God's 
presence might be called to remem- 
brance when needed? The real result 
might be what we in business would 
call an “extra dividend” for the class. 

The Bible alphabet here suggested is 
not copyrighted, and the teacher could 
make such changes and substitutions as 
he or she might prefer. 














(5) 201 





“A s thy days, so shall thy strength be” 
(Deut. 33:25). 

“B less the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits” (Psa. 103:2). 

“C ome unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 


rest” (Matt. 11:28). 

“D raw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you” (Jas. 4:8). 

“E xcept a man be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God” (John 
3:3). 

“F or God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). 

“G od is love (1 John 4:8). 

“H e that endureth to the end shall be 
saved” (Matt, 10:22). 

“I f ye love me, keep my command- 
ments” (John 14:15). 

“J udge not, that ye be not judged” 
(Matt, 7:1). 

“K eep thy heart with all diligence; for 
out of jit are the issues of life” 
(Prov. 4:23). 

“L ike as a father pitieth his children, 
so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him” (Psa, 103:13). 

“M y grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness” (2 Cor, 12:9). 

“N ow abideth faith, hope, charity, these 
three; but the greatest of these is 
charity” (1 Cor. 13:13). 

“O taste and see that the Lord is good: 
blessed is the man that trusteth in 
him” (Psa. 34:8). 

“P eace I leave with you, my peace, I 
give unto you” (John 14:27). 

“Q@ uit you like men, be strong” (1 Cor. 
16:13). 

“R emember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth” (Eccles. 12:1). 

“S ufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof” (Matt. 6:34). 

“T rust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own under- 
standing” (Prov. 3:5). 

“U. nto him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy, . . . be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power” (Jude 


7 24, 25). 


“V erily, I say unto you, Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me” (Matt. 25:40). 

“W hatsoever ye would that men should 
gio to you, do ye even so to them” 
(Matt. 7:12). 

“X cept the Lord build the house, they 
labour in vain that build it” (Psa. 
127:1). 

“Y e are the light of the world” (Matt. 
5:14). 

“Z acchaeus, make haste, and come 
down; for to day I must abide at 
thy house” (Luke 19:5). 


Cepark Rapips, Iowa. 


202 (6) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


March 15, 1958 


International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 13. MARCH 30. THE SACRAMENTS (Ordinances) OF THE CHURCH 


Matthew 26:17-29; John 6:35-59; Acts 8:26-39; 16:25-34; Romans 6:3-11; 1 Corinthians 10:14-22, 11:23-29, 
printed text, Romans 6:3, 4; 1 Corinthians 1014-22 


Golden Text.—For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.—1 Cor. 11:26 


THE KiInG JAMES VERSION 

Rom. 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were bap- 
tized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 

4 Therefore we are buried with him by. baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life. 


1 Cor. 10:14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from 
idolatry. 

15 I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say. 

16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the 
communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we 
break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 

17 For we: being many are one bread, and one body: for 


we are all partakers of that one bread. 

18 Behold Israe] after the flesh: are not they which eat 
of the sacrifices partakers of the altar? 

19 What say I then? that the idol is any thing, or that 
which is offered in sacrifice to idols is any thing? 

20 But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, 
they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not 
that ye should have fellowship with devils. 

21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup 
of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord’s table, and 
of the table of devils. 

22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger 
than he? 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, cppyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 
Approach to the Lesson 


HE ‘Roman Catholic Church holds ° 


that there are seven sacraments, 
divided into two groups—the sav- 
ing sacraments and those not connected 
directly with salvation. The saving 
sacraments are: 

1. Baptism, in which all sin with its 
penalty is remitted; 

2. Confirmation, in which one receives 
the grace of the Holy Spirit and is 
strengthened to resist temptation; 

3. Holy Communion, in which one re- 
ceives the body and blood and divinity 
vf Christ in the wafer, with the remis- 
sion of venial sin and at least part of 
its penalty; 

4. Penance, in which the guilt of mor- 
tal sin is remitted, with its eternal pun- 
_ ishment and part of the temporal pun- 
ishment; 

5. Extreme unction, in which the soul 
is prepared for death. 


The nonsaving sacraments are mar-™ 


riage and ordination, in which grace is 
bestowed for the requirements of the 
estate of matrimony, or of holy orders, 
as the case may be. i 

Some Protestant groups believe that 
there are three ordinances—baptism, 
the Lord’s Supper, and feet washing: I 
understand that there is a diminishing 
adherence to this last. There is a lim- 
ited practice of it in the Roman Cath- 
olic .«Chufch. On Maundy Thursday 
each year the Pope washes the feet of 
a chosen individual in an annual cere- 
mony. 

Some groups do not practice the ordi- 
nance at all. The Quakers, for instance, 


< b < z 


believe that baptism and the Lord’s Sup- 
per are spiritual experiences, while the 
Salvation Army leaves them out. I be- 
lieve William Booth made this ruling 
on the ground that the Salvation Army 
was not a church. Others reject the 
ordinances, or one of them, on dispensa- 
tionaY grounds, 

The great majority of evangelical de- 
nominations practice the two ordinances 
of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Of 
course there are differences among them 
both as to the meaning and the mode. 
Some confine themselves to the bap- 
tism of believers, while others will bap- 
tize also the children of believers. Some 
hold to immersion as the only Biblical 
form of baptism, while others allow and 
practice sprinkling. The ordinance of 
the Lord’s Supper has suffered from 
contentions over such doctrines as tran- 
substantiation, consubstantiation, the 
real presence, and pure representation. 
Many minor differences are found among 
believers with regard to the ordinances, 
but we can be one in this—both ordi- 
nances lead us to the Cross, The initial 
ordinance of baptism calls us to union 
with Christ in His death, while the ele- 
ments of the Holy Supper both speak 
of His sacrifice for us and challenge us 
to renewal of our consecration. 


Verse by Verse 

Rom. 6:3.—“. . . so many of us as 
were baptized into Jesus Christ ... 
into his death?” Many take this as re- 
ferring to the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
as in 1 Corinthians 12:13, while others 
regard it as a reference to the ordi- 
nance of baptism. In either case, the 
emphasis is that we can have no rela- 
tion with Christ apart from His death. 


Verse 4—“, ... buried with him by 


baptism into death: ... raised up from 
the dead .. . walk in newness of life.” 
This relation does not stop at death. 
Our union with Christ carries us with 
Him through burial and resurrection 
into a new life of such quality as calls 
for a completely new walk, or behavior. 

1 Cor. 10:14.—“. . . flee from idolatry.” 
The “wherefore” points back to the idol- 
atrous practices of Israel in thé wilder- 
ness (vs, 6-8), and the judgments which 
followed. Similar temptations beset the 
new believers in heathen Corinth, 

Verse 15.—". . . wise men; judge...” 
Paul is about to present an argument 
that calls for close following and care- 
ful thinking. 

Verse 16—“The cup of blessing ... 
communion of the blood of Christ? The 
bread . . . communion of the body of 
Christ?” The practice of pronouncing 
a benediction over “the cup” passed over 
from the Jewish Passover to the Chris- 
tian Communion service. A “commun- 
ion” is a partaking together, or in com- 
mon. In the ordinance we are partakers 
together of the blood and body of Christ. 
Together we share the benefits of His 
sacrifice, 

Verse 17.—*. . . one bread, and one 
body ...” Because the loaf, represent- 
ing the body of Christ, is one, we are 
made one in the participation. The 
R.S.V. has “because there is one loaf, 
we who are many are one body.” 

Verse. 18.—“Behold Israel ... par- 
takers of the altar?” Some of the of- 
ferings, as the peace offering, were 
eaten in part by the offerer, while the 
priest and the altar had their share. 
Thus the offerer was sharer with the 
altar. 

Verse 19.—“What ... the idol....or 
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that which is offered in sacrifice to idols 
is any thing?” The apostle does not want 
to give the impression that he regards 
the idol and that which is presented to 
the idol in the same light as the God 
of Israel and His sacrifices. See 8:4-7. 


Verse 20.—“. . . the Gentiles . . . sac- 
rifice to devils, . . . fellowship with 
devils.” For “devils” read “demons.” 
These evil spirits are the actual lords 
over the minds of the heathen, and 
when meat was presented to the idol 
before eating, it involved a “communion” 
with the evil spirit. This the apostle 
ruled out for the Christians who still 
had “conscience” of the idol. 

Verse 21.—“Ye cannot drink the cup 
of the Lord, and the cup of devils... 
the Lord’s table, and of . . . devils.” Now 
the apostle insists on the incompatabil- 
ity of communion with God in the 
tokens of Christ’s sacrifice and com- 
munion with demons in the meat of the 
heathen altar. 


Verse 22.—“, . . jealousy? .. . stronger 
than he?” Israel’s idolatry provoked 
God’s jealousy, and He is no less op- 
posed to it today. We had better not 
challenge Him. See Deuteronomy 32:16; 
Psalm 78:58, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is strange that we Christians take 
sin so lightly, when it is so contradic- 
tory to every aspect of our faith. Sal- 
vation is essentially.salvation from sin, 
and if it is not that, it is not salvation 
at all. Becoming a Christian means be- 
ing joined to Christ. Being joined to 
Christ means being joined to Him in 
His death. His death was not only death 
for sin (not His own sin, but ours), 
but also death unto sin (Rom, 6:10). 
Being joined to Him in His death, we 
therefore die to sin. But we are equally 
joined to Him in His resurrection, and 
that means newness of life, living unto 
God. That is Paul’s view, the New Tes- 
tament view, of the Christian life, and 
when we are baptized we profess this 
very thing. We commit ourselves to 
such union with Christ in His death 
and resurrection. We commit ourselves 
to be “dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Rom. 6:11). How, then, can we 
shrug off sin as a light matter? It surely 
ought to be a cause of deep heart- 
Searching, as we seek His grace to live 
a life that is compatible with the truth 
of the Gospel, and the profession which 
we made in baptism. 

The other great ordinance, the Lord’s 
Supper, has also something to say to us 
concerning our conduct. ‘THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo. Times goes to many parts of 
the world, so it may reach some who 
are in the same situation as the Corin- 
thian believers, just recently come out 
cf heathenism and the worship of idols. 
Our lesson concerning the incompati- 
bility of the Lord’s Supper and heathen 
festivals will be meaningful to them, 
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Last Week's Lesson 
12. March 23.—The Church and World 
Evangelism. Matthew 28:18-20; . 
Acts 13:1-3; Romans 1:14-18 


Next Week’s Lessen 


1, April 6.—The Church’s Assurance 
of Victory. John 20:24-31; Ephe- 
sians 1:15-23; Revelation 7:9-12 








and they will learn to avoid anything 
that would seem to mingle fellowship 
with Christ and fellowship with de- 
mons. But is there not an appropriate 
message for all of us in this strange 
and difficult passage? 

The Lord’s Supper is a feast. Truly 
partaken of, it is a communion of the 
body and blood of Christ. But there 
are other feasts—idolatrous feasts, 
spread by the world to appeal to the 
appetites of men. There are idols in 
this land of ours—the idol of sport, the 
idol of amusement, the idol] of gluttony, 
the idol of society; the idol of mam- 
mon, and others. And what if evil 
spirits are actually stirring men up to 
obsequious devotion to these idols, till 
men sacrifice to them and eat of their 
dainties? Is it not idolatry? Is it not 
fellowship with demons? The tragedy 
is, that some Christians, who sit at the 
Lord’s table, are lured into such idola- 
try, and mix the table of the Lord with 
the table of their idol. Some things, 
like sport, are legitimate in themselves, 
but when they become a passion, a lust, 
they are idols, and following them viti- 
ates the testimony of Christ. Our de- 
votion to Him is challenged, and we 
provoke His jealousy. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT does the Roman Catholic 
Chureh regard as the five saving 
sacraments? 

2. Where does the word “sacrament” 
come from? 

3. On what ground do the Quakers 
(Friends) refrain from practicing the 
ordinances? 

4. What is practiced as an ordinance 
by some groups of Mennonites in addi- 
tion to baptism and the Lord’s Supper? 

5. What two views are held regarding 
the reference to baptism in Romans 6? 

6. What does union. with Christ in- 
volve? 

7. What profession do we make in 
baptism? ; 

8. Name six meanings of the Lord’s 
Supper. 

9. What particular meaning of the 
Lord’s Supper enters into our lesson? 

10. Against what incompatibility does 
the apostle warn those who partake of 
the Lord’s table? 


( Answers on page 209) 
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Outline of the Lesson 

1, Baptism calls for a renunciation of sin 
in general (Rom, 6: 1-4) 

2. The Lord’s Supper calls for a renun- 
ciation of idolatry in particular 
(1 Cor. 10: 14-22) 


Topics for Development 
THe Lorp’s SUPPER 


1. The blessed feast is first of all a 
Memorial. Our Lord did not ask for a 
statue,ea cathedral, or a mecca of any 
sort, but established a memoria] that 
can be renewed wherever a company 
of believers gather. “This do in, re- 
membrance of me” (1 Cor, 11:24). 

2. It is a Proclamation. The word 
“shew” in our Golden Text signifies 
“proclaim.” We preach “Jesus Christ 
and him crucified” at every celebration. 
I well remember how the “sacrament” 
used to preach to me as a boy when I 
had to sit on the side as an observer. 
It paved the way for my conversion. 

3. It is a Communion, a partaking to- 
gether, of the body and blood of Christ, 
as Paul declares in our lesson portion 
(1 Cor. 10:16). And since God Himself 
feasts (delights) on the sacrifice of His 
Son, it is a communion with God. 

4. It is a Covenant, Our Lord spoke 
of it as “the new testament [covenant] 
in my blood” (Luke 22:20). The old 
covenant was sealed with blood, but it 
was a covenant of law. This, sealed 
with better blood, is the covenant of 
grace, bringing forgiveness, life, adop- 
tion. 

5. It is a Consecration—a sacrament 
in the sense of the old Latin sacra- 
mentum, or oath of loyalty. If the 
blessed feast does not lead us to say 
anew, with the Church of England of- 


.fice, “Here we offer and present unto 


Thee ourselves, our souls and bodies,” 
it has failed of its purpose. 

6. It is an Anticipation, having a for- 
ward look. Our Lord spoke of His 
expectation of drinking of the fruit of 
the vine with His disciples in the King- 
dom of His Father, and Paul gives us 
this: “Ye do shew the Lord’s death till 
he come” (1 Cor, 11:26), 

If only we remember these things, 
our gathering around the Table will be 
a hallowed experience. 


- 

Practical Applications 

Continuing in sin after baptism is like 
a rooster running around after having 
its head chopped off—it just doesn’t 
make sense, 

You cannot be united to Christ un- 
less you -have been united to Him in 
His death, 

Only as you have died with Him can 
you live with Him. ’ 

* The best way to avoid sin is to flee 
from it. Seeing how close you can get 
is the sure way to be “sucked in.” 

If we are one at the Lord’s table, why 
are we so divided away from the table? 

See that you sit down to no table 
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which is a contradiction of the Lord’s 
table. 


Golden Text 

1 Cor, 11:26—“. . . ye do shew the 
Lord’s death till he come.” For “shew” 
read “proclaim.” The Lord’s Supper is 
a proclamation, heralding His redemp- 
tive death. There is sOmething: com- 
pletely incompatible in partaking of this 
ordinance, and even more in administer- 
ing it, when there is no real committal 
to the saving efficacy of His” death. 
Notice, too, the forward look of the 
feast—“till he come.” 

ELMuuvrst, ILL, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HYMNS 
“When Morning Gilds the Skies” 
“More About Jesus Would I Know” 
“Have You Been to Jesus for 
the Cleansing Power?” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we thank Thee 
for Thy Word and for those who open 
its meaning to us. Make us like those 
of old who searched the Scriptures daily 
and help us as we ponder this lesson 
today. May the Gospel truth go out 
to all places today in the mighty power 
of the Holy Spirit to save sinners and 
to establish every believer in the Chris- 
tian way. Guide us in the week we 
have entered/ guard us from harm, and 
keep us from sin. Preserve peace in 
our world and prosper all who stand 
for right and truth. Bless our church 
with revival and our missionaries with 
a harvest of souls. Support the weak, 
comfort the sad, heal the sick, and re- 
cover the lost. Forgive our sins and 
bring us into victory over them, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—A dollar sign is a 
needed and useful thing asasign. So, too, 
the things this lesson speaks about, bap- 
tism and the Lord’s Supper, are needed 
and valuable Christian signs. Baptism 
is a sign that one has started the Chris- 
tian life. Paul in this lesson says it 
pictures death, burial, and rising again; 
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the death and burial of the sinful life 
and the rising to a new life of those 
who are joined to Christ. The receiving 
of the Lord’s Supper is a sign that a 
person is continuing the Christian life, 
going life’s way trusting in Him who 
died for our sins. : 

Suppose someone offered you as a 
gift your choice of a silver dollar or 
a piece of note paper with the dollar 
sign written on it one hundred times. 
You would take the coin; it has value 
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to buy things. But no matter how many 
dollar signs were on the paper, it would 
not pass for money. The dollar sign is 
valuable as a sign, but not as a substi- 
tute for what it signifies. So, too, bap- 
tism and the Lord’s Supper are valuable 
Christian signs, but the sign must not 
be offered to God or trusted by us in 
place of the thing it stands for. There- 
fore, if baptism is a sign that one has 
become a Christian, and taking the Com- 
munion that one is going on with the 
Lord, then these things must be true 
of us, for the signs to be worth anything 
in our lives. Let us then give thanks 
for the Christian truth represented in 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper, but let 
us make sure that what they stand for 
is true of us, 
Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“ .. 80 many of us as were baptized 
.. -’ (Rom. 6:3).—This is the chapter 
that applies the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ to the believer’s walk. 
Our union with Him occurred at Cal- 
vary, not Bethlehem. 

He, Himself, said: “Except a corn 
of wheat fall into the ground and die, 
it abideth alone” (John 12:24): He was 
that Corn of Wheat and, until Calvary, 
He was absolutely alone, as far as the 
human family was concerned. He was 
sinless, we were sinful; He was perfect, 
we imperfect; He was from above, we 
were of this world (John 8:23). 

In the initial rite of Christianity we 
confess that we were baptized into His 
death. We died in the person of our 
Substitute. “Our old man was crucified 
with him” (Rom. 6:6, A.S.V.). “I have 
been crucified with Christ” (Gal. 2:20, 
A.S.V.). 

“We are buried with him by baptism 
unto death” (Rom. 6:4). How can a 
person who is dead and buried live any 
longer unto sin? 

“.., Christ was raised up from the 
dead ... even so we also should walk 
in newness Of life” (Rom. 6:4).—We 
have life through the death of Christ, 
who was raised by the glory of the 
Father, and we should walk in that new- 
ness of life. 

To illustrate the point that even 
worldly folks seem to realize that bap- 
tism is figurative of death, my friend 
Peter Pell, of Grand Rapids, relates 
what happened at Nellie’s baptismal 
service. 

Nellie had been quite popular in her 
unconverted days. The grace of God 
had reached her; and, desiring to wit- 
ness a good confession, the day of her 
baptism was set. 

A large number of her former friends 
were present at the riverside to watch, 
and they stood some little distance from 
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the Christians gathered there. After 
an impressive message, Nellie stepped 
out into the water; and as she disap- 
peared for a brief moment beneath the 
water, from that outer circle of friends 
came the farewell words, “Good-by, 
Nellie; good-by, Nellie!” ; 


“The cup ... is it not the communion 
of the blood of Christ?” (1 Cor. 10:16.) 
—There are three kinds of “communion” 
or “fellowship” mentioned in verses 16 
to 20, viz.: that of the Christian, that 
of the Israelite, and that of the pagan. 
For the Christian, it is communion with 
the blood and body of Christ. For the 
Israelite, it was communion with the 
altar—especially in relation to the peace 
offering, of which he actually ate a por- 
tion (Deut. 27:7). For the pagan, it was 
communion with demons, as he ate that 
which was sacrificed to idols. 

In observing the Lord’s Supper, the 
believer should, not only discern the body 
and blood of the Lord in the emblems, 
but should realize that it is the com- 
munion, the fellowship with Christ’s 
blood and body in all that He has done 
for us! 

In heathendom, although the _ idols 
themselves are nothing, there are de- 
mons behind them. When a person 
knowingly ate that which was sacrificed 
to idols, he was holding communion 
with demons. 

Morally, a Christian could not have 
communion with the blood and body of 
Christ and also have communion with 
demons. He was to flee idolatry. It 
was devilish. If he attempted to do 
both, he would provoke the Lord to 
jealousy, and come under His severe 
discipline. 

Thinking about the “communion with 
demons” the thought comes to me that 
some moderns in this and other coun- 
tries not only commune with demons, 
but boastingly commune with the Devil 
himself! The following prayer was of- 
fered by a medium at the opening of a 
debate with a Christian minister on the 
subject of “Spiritism” at San Jose, Cali- 
fornia, January 29, 1874: 

“O Devil, prince of demons in the 
Christian hell!, O thou monarch of the 
bottomless pit, thou king of scorpions 
having stings in their tails, to whom it 
is given to hurt the dwellers on earth 
for five months, I beseech thee to an- 
swer my prayer. ... Bless thy servant 
in his labors for thee. Fill his mouth 
with words of wisdom. Enable him to 
defend thee from the false charges about 
to be made against thy sulphurous ma- 
jesty, and triumph by truth and logic 
over his opponent, so that this audience 
may realize that thou art a prayer- 
hearing, and a prayer-answering devil.” 
(Signs of the Times, May 10, 1877. Also 
quoted in “Spiritism vs. Christianity,” 
by Carlyle B. Haynes. Out of print.) 


“ .. ye do shew the Lord’s death till 
he come” (1 Cor. 11:26).—The Lord’s 
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Lesson for March 30 


Supper was instituted as a remembrance 
feast (v. 24). A serviceman was asked 
to read John 3:16 aloud. He read: “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only forgotten Son.. .” 3 

To observe the Supper is to remem- 
ber the Lord; but for a believer to re- 
frain from eating “this bread” and 
drinking “this cup” is to forget Him 
in this special sense, 


Wawona, CALIF. 
w 


Say, Fellows,—. 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it is of special signifi- 

cance that our Lord chose bread 
and wine as the symbols of His death 
and of salvation. 

Bread is called “the staff of life.” It 
is a common article of food in every 
country in the world. Even in the 
Congo the natives pound cassava roots 
into a powder and make bread of it, Jesus 
said, “I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and 
he that believeth on me shail never 
thirst.” 

Physically, bread satisfies physical 
hunger, but to get that satisfaction it 
must be eaten. One might hold a loaf 
of bread by the side of his face, know- 
ing what it is, and starve to death. 

Spiritually, Jesus is the “bread of 
life,” but some skeptical people say they 
cannot understand how that can be, 
therefore they will not believe it. 

As for that, no one can understand 
physical bread either. Just suppose one 
said: “Because I cannot understand 
how a grain of wheat, sown in the 
ground, germinates and reproduces itself 
a hundredfold, producing bread, there- 
fore I will not accept bread. I will 
not atcept anything I cannot under- 
stand.” He would be very foolish, 
wouldn’t he? By the same token he 
would have to do without many other 
varieties of food; he would have to do 
without electricity (Mr. Edison admit- 
ted that he did not understand electric- 
ity); he would be stripped of practically 
all modern conveniences and would be 
setting himself back to the Stone Age. 

But he trusts wheat bread with all its 
inscrutable mystery, opens his mouth, 
receives and swallows it without the 
glimmer of a doubt. Result: his hunger 
is satisfied and almost immediately he 
feels the strength that it gives his body. 

Jesus says, “I am the bread of life: re- 
ceive me and never hunger.” If peo- 
ple would give the “Bread of Life” the 
same consideration they give to wheat 
bread they would find a satisfaction 
to the soul that is eternal, while the 
blessing of physical bread as for hun- 
ger is only temporary—hardly lasts 
from breakfast till dinner. 

The other symbol is the juice of the 
grape, the fruit of the vine, representing 
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the shed blood of our Lord upon the 
cross of Calvary. Jesus said, “I am the 
vine, ye are the branches: He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without 
me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). 
Thus the bread and the fruit of the 
vine, representing the body and the 


" blood of our Lord, broken and shed for 


you and me, fellows, comprise the ele- 
ments used in the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, instituted by our Lord 
Himself on the night before His cruci- 
fixion. He said, “For as often as ye eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
shew the Lord’s death till he come.” 
“This do in remembrance of me.” 
WEAVERVILLE, N, C; 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we had better sing the 

hymns and choruses and say all the 
Bible verses we've been learning during 
the last two quarters, just as suggested 
in “The Enemy Guest,” so that we'll do 
well in the program we are giving this 
evening. 

For twelve Sundays we have been 
talking about “The Church.” Today, we 
have another important lesson, “The 
Ordinances of the Church.” The Church 
has only two ordinances. Who can tell 
what they are? (Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper.) Right. And they are so sim- 
ple that all of us can observe them. 
Baptism is only done once in a lifetime, 
but we should take part in the Lord’s 
Supper as often as we can. 

After His resurrection, the Lord Jesus 
commanded His disciples to teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. This has been called “The 
great commission.” 

Turn to Acts 8, and let us read verses 
26-39. Here we learn of an Ethiopian 
who was saved not long after the 
Church was begun. Suppose we write 
down the things he did that day: (1) He 
read God's Word, (2) He listened while 
God’s servant ‘explained it to him. (3) 
He believed. (4) He was baptized. (5) 
He went on his way rejoicing. Isn't 
that simple? Philip must have told him 
that believers are baptized to show that 
now they belong to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Head of the Church. The 
eunuch did not say, “Do I have to be 
baptized? Can’t I be saved without .be- 
ing baptized?” What did he say? (“What 
doth hinder me to be baptized?”) Yes. 
Since that was what the Lord had com- 
manded for believers, he wanted to be 
baptized immediately. This proved that 
he was really saved, and did believe 
in the Lord with all his heart. 

A wealthy Brahmin lady accepted 
Christ as her Saviour. She knew that 
she should confess Him in baptism. But 
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when she told her husband, he was 
very angry and told her that if she was 
baptized He would have nothing more 
to do with her. She would have to 
leave her beautiful home ahd beg ‘for 
a living. All her relatives urged her 
not to be baptized, for that would cut 
her off from the Brahmin religion, and 
publicly brand her as a Christian. She 
said, “But I am a Christian and I must 
do what my Lord commands.” They 
said, “If you are baptized, we'll hold a 
funeral for you, and you will be con- 
sidered as dead to us ever afterward.” 
To lose her husband, home, relatives, 
and friends was a great test, but the 
Brahmin lady got baptized anyway. 
Sure enough, her relatives had a funeral 
for her. They burned her figure in 
effigy, and put the ashes among the 
dead. Her own husband set fire to the 
effigy, and married another woman, who 
then lived in her former home. How 
hard this must have been for ‘her! But 
she kept bravely on witnessing for 
Christ in spite of everything. How the 
Lord will reward her! 

I do not think any of us would be 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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persecuted like that, if we were bap- 
tized. But some of us have not yet 
been baptized. Why is this? Surely 
we want to take our stand on the Lord’s 
side, in the way that He himself or- 
dained. 

Read Romans 6:3-11. Baptism is a 
beautiful picture of our identification 
with Christ. He died for us, so God 
counts our old sinful selves dead, and 
has blotted out the record of our past 
sins. Christ rose from the dead, so we 
come from baptism to live a new life 
in Him. 

Now turn to 1 Corinthians 10: 14-22. 
Here is where we get the name “Com- 
munion” for the Lord’s Supper. We 
take the bread and the grape juice in 
memory of our Lord’s death, but also 
in communion, or fellowship, with Him 
and with one another. Paul is here 
explaining to the Corinthians, by the 
Holy Spirit, how those who take part 
in this holy service should break com- 
pletely away from idolatry. We don’t 
worship iddls as they did, but we also 
should break completely away from un- 
holy ways. 

Now read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. 
Notice it does not say, “If you care to 
take part in the communion service,” 
but, “As often as ye eat this bread, and 
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drink this cup.” Baptism and observ- 
ance of the Lord’s Supper are not 
Optional for Christians, they are com- 
mands from their Lord. We were saved 
by confessing Christ as Saviour and 
Lord. Read from Luke 6:46 what He 


“says about those who call Him Lord, 


but do not obey Him: “Why call ye me, 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
I say?” Let us answer with all our 
hearts, “By Thy grace we will.” 





Next quarter we will use Emmy Lou Mur- 
phy’s red silhouette pictures, “‘Landmarks of 
Exodus,” companion set to her black, sil- 
houette pictures, ‘“‘Landmarks of Genesis,” 
which we used last year (each set 40c, or two 
for 75c), and the Scripture Catechism Card, 
“Man’s Responsibility to God’ (20c a doz.). 
Both may be ordered from V. D, Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash. ¥ 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Lord’s Supper (Matt. 26:17-20, 26-29) 


AN a picture. be found to illustrate 
each command of the great com- 
mission? 1. Missionaries waving fare- 
well as they board ship or airplane. 2. 
A person showing pictures or flannel 
board to teach of Christ and make dis- 
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ciples, 3. A baptism. 4. People in church 
or the observance of the Lord’s Supper. 
What four things did the Lord Jesus 
tell Peter and Matthew and James and 
John and the rest to do? (Matt. 28:19, 
20a.) They did those things. Then the 
ones they told went and taught others. 
And so the Good News spread until 
it reached us. Has someone come and 
told you? Have you been persuaded to 
be a Christian, a disciple of Christ? 
Have you been baptized? (Explain 
what that rite signifies, if the class needs 
teaching on that subject.) Are you be- 
ing taught to keep the rules and do 
what Christ told the first disciples to 
do? That is why we have Sunday 
school! Christ said, “If ye keep my 
commandments, ye shall abide in my 
love; even as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments, and abide in his love” 
(John 15:10, Memory Verse. Key word 
is “commandments”). One of His com- 
mandments is to go and tell others. 
Have you been doing that this week? 
Today we are to let Matthew teach 
us another one of the things that the 
Lord commanded them—and us—to do. 
What day is next Sunday? Easter! 
How do we celebrate it? Everybody 
goes to church, perhaps in new clothes! 
Why do we celebrate Easter? Because 
the Lord rose from the dead! Back in 


the days when the Lord Jesus was on. 


earth they had a different kind of holy 
week at this season of the year, and one 
special day was called the Passover. 
Everybody who could went to Jerusa- 
lem. It was somewhat like our Thanks- 
giving Day, only there was a lamb 
roasted whole, instead of a turkey, for 
each family group in Jerusalem. That 
dinner was in memory of something 
that had happened long before, when 
God saved the people from slavery in 
Egypt. We will learn about that next 
month, 

The last time the Lord kept the Pass- 
over, He turned it into a new supper 
for Christians. He did not keep it with 
His home family but with His Christian 
friends. This was the way Matthew 
says it started—(read 26:17-20 to the 
class. If a quéstion arises about un- 
leavened bread, explain it as bread 
without yeast, somewhat like our crack- 
ers, used during their holy week. Four 
weeks from today we may find out why 
crackers were used instead of bread). 
The new supper which the Lord Jesus 
started was very simple—no roast lamb 
or chicken—just crackers (bread) and 
grape juice (wine). But it had a big, 
big meaning! Listen to what He said 
and did—(read vs. 26-29). We call it 
now the Lord’s Supper. What does the 
bread stand for? The juice in the cup? 
The “new testament” means not the 
Book you think of which tells about 
it, but the new agreement or new prom- 
ise from God—that they who believe the 
Lord’s death on the cross, where His 
body was hurt and His blood ran out, 
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is for them and their sins will be for- 
given for their sins. His friends keep 
this Supper in memory of Him whenever 
they wish, but when will the Lord drink 
grape juice again? 

We will be having the Lord’s Supper 
Thursday evening (or whenever it may 
be held during Holy Week). It is a 
very sacred, holy time as we think of 
all the Lord suffered for us, thank Him 
for His goodness, and make our prom- 
ises to Him. (If you can have a plate 
with the bread and cup of grape juice 
as served in your church, it will make 
this lesson more concrete and precious 
to the children.) 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Qdenwelder 


UZANNE and Linda played together 

every day after school. One of their 
choice playthings was Suzanne’s doll, 
Pamela. She was a soft, cuddly doll, 
with yellow hair. She was old, but she 
was much loved by both girls. Then 
something happened that made both 
girls cry. Suzanne had to move with 
her Mother and Daddy all the way to 
California. Linda was sure that she 
could not bear to have her go. What 
would she ever do without Suzanne? 
What would she do without Pamela? 
When moving day came, the two just- 
your-size girls were saying their last 
good-by’s. Suzanne was clutching 
Pamela tightly. Just as she was about 
to step into the car she whispered, 
“Here, Linda. You keep Pamela. Take 
good care of her always. And every 
time you play with her, please re- 
member me, will you? I'll never forget 
you, Linda. Write and tell me about 
you and about Pamela.” With that 
Suzanne hopped into the back seat and 
buried her head in her grandmother’s 
lap. She did not want either Linda or 
Pamela to see her tears. Then they were 
off. 

“Please remember me,” Suzanne had 
said. The good times the twogirls had had 
together were to be remembered each 
time Linda played with Pamela. And 
remembered they were, you may be sure! 
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Someone else said those same words 
in the long, long ago. The words, how- 
ever, were a command. The words were 
meant for us as much as for the men 
to whom they were spoken. 

It was only a short time before the 
Lord Jesus died for the sin of the world 
on the cross of Calvary. He and His 
disciples were Jewish men.: The Jews 
then (and now!) had a “remembering” 
supper. Once each year they celebrated 
the Passover. That was a time of re- 
membering when God had, by a great 
miracle, caused His people to escape 
from Egypt where they had been held 
as slaves. The miracle was this: God 
had sent an angel throughout the land 
to kill the oldest son in each family. 
The angel went to every house. Wher- 
ever there was the blood of a lamb 
over the door (as God had commanded), 
the angel passed over—he did not kill 
the son in that house. It was this that 
caused the Egyptians to let God’s peo- 
ple go. That night became known as 
the Passover. The Jews have never 
forgotten that and each year they re- 
member it with a Passover feast, 

When His disciples asked the Lord 
Jesus, “Where shall we have our Pass- 
over supper?” He told them to go to 
a certain house, This they did. 

When evening came, the Bible tells 
us (Matt. 26:20), the Lord Jesus and 
His twelve disciples sat down to have 
their remembering supper. Dgubtless 
they spoke, as they ate, of the first Pass- 
over. In their hearts they must have 
‘worshiped the true and living God of 
Heaven who had performed such a mir- 
acle. But then they had a surprise. 

When the Lord Jesus gave each of 
them some unleavened bread (much 
like our crackers, except that they had 
no salt), He said—after He had asked 
the blessing—“This is my body which 
is given for’ you: this do in remem- 


brance of me” (Luke 22:19). He com- 
manded them to eat it. What was it He 
was saying? Simply this: “No longer 


will you have to have a supper to re- 
member the Passover. Another lamb 
—the Lamb of God (John 1:29)—is 
about to die. From now on you will 
have a different type of remembering 
supper. It will be known as the Lord’s 
Supper. There you will eat bread; you 
will sip a taste of wine. And, as you 
do so, you will remember Me. You 
will remember, as you eat the bread, 
how My body was broken on the cross. 
You will remember how My blood was 
shed, as you taste the wine. I do not 
want you to forget Me. I do not want 
you to forget that you have life be- 
cause of My death. Remerhber Me.” 
' That was a Jong, long time ago (al- 
most two thousand years!). Today 


Christians still obey their Lord’s com-, 


mand. In some churches, every Sun- 
day the believers remember the death 
of the Lord Jesus as they observe the 
Lord’s Supper. In other churches, they 
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observe the Supper once a month; in 
others, four or five times a year. How 
often it is observed is not the primary 
thing. What is most important is that 
when we do observe it, we remember 
Him! 
MILLERSVILLE, Pa, 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


The Plus Sign.—For as often as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do shew the Lord’s death till he come 
(1 Cor. 11:26, Golden Text). A little 
girl had reached the high point in school 
when she was being initiated into the 
wonders of arithmetic. Minus signs, 
plus signs, and divisioh signs had made 
a deep impression on her. One day in 
church she looked intently at a gold 
cross on the altar. She whispered to 
her father, “What is the plus sign doing 
on the altar?” In one way she had her 
sign confused. But in a far deeper sense 
she was absolutely right! The cross is 
a plus sign. The redemption pictured 
by the cross has put a big plus sign 
into life. It has made “plus” men and 
women, that is, people plus the power 
of God’s love revealed on the cross.— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


A Japanese’s Surrender—We are 
buried with him by baptism into death: 
that like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness 
of life (Rom. 6:4). Some of us will 
never forget . . . an instance a number 
of years ago in Sacramento, California, 
when an unconverted Japanese was 
present. We had barely replaced the 
bread and cup upon the table, before 
this heathen man rose to his feet in 
great emotion, and burst out in prayer, 
about as follows: “O God, I all broke 
up to pieces. I, a poor sinner. For 
long time, for one whole year, I fight 
you hard—but here I see your people 
eat the bread, drink the wine, that show 
how Jesus He die for sinners. O God, 
I can fight no more—I all break down. 
I take Jesus; He be my Saviour now!” 
And that very day, at his earnest request, 
he’ was baptized as owning his personal 
faith in Christ—From “Sailing with 
Paul,” by H, A. Ironside, Litt.D. Sent 


_ by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


“Not What I Once Was.”—Even so 
we also should walk in newness of life 
(Rom. 6:4). Two or three years before 
the death of that eminent servant of 
Christ, the Rev. John Newton, an aged 
friend and brother in the ministry 
called on him to breakfast. Family 
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prayer followed, and the portion of 
Scripture for the day was read to him. 
In it occurred the verse, “By the grace 
of God I am what I am.” After the 
reading of this text, he uttered this af- 
fecting soliloquy: “I am not what I 
ought to be; ah, how imperfect and de- 
ficient! I am not what I wish to be. I 
abhor what is evil, and I would cleave 
to what is good. I am not what I would 
hope to be. Soon, soon, shall I put off 
mortality, and, with mortality, all sin, 
and imperfection. Yet though I am not 
what I ought to be, I can truly say, I 
am not what I once was—a slave to sin 
and Satan; and I can heartily join with 
the apostle, and acknowledge, ‘By the 
grace of God I am what I am.’”"—From 
“Illustrations by Foster.” Sent by J. 
Edward Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. 


Jenny Lind’s Reason.—Flee from idol- 
atry (1 Cor. 10:14). In Jenny Lind’s 
biography it is recorded how someone 
found her with her open Bible on her 
knee, and asked how she came to leave 
the stage at the very height of her fame. 
“When every day it made me think less 
of this’—and Jenny Lind touched her 
Bible—“and nothing at all about that” 
and she pointed to the sky—“what else 
could I do?”—Sent by the Rev. Norman 
Hillyer, Crouch Hill, London, Eng. 


A Child’s Discernment—Wherefore, 
my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry 
(1 Cor, 10:14). The little seven-year- 
old daughter of a missionary, born in 
Japan, whose playmates were Japanese 
children and who enjoyed Japanese 
food quite as much as American food, 
came home one day and asked her par- 
ents if they had ever tasted hiboshigaki, 
a kind of dried persimmon. The an- 
swer being “Yes,” she said, “Why don’t 
we have some then? They look so good, 
I should like to taste them.” They told 





Due to a change in schedule of 
printing The Sunday School Times, 
it is necessary, effective at once, 
to ask contributors to “The Mlus- 
tration Round Table” to have 
their illustrations reach the Edi- 
tors at least three and one half 
months in advance of the dates 
of the lessons, instead of three 
months in advance as heretofore. 











her they considered them unwholesome, 
but thought it strange the Japanese 
neighbors, who are always most polite, 
had not offered her any. “They offered 
me some,” she said, “but I didn’t take 
any, for they were up on the god shelf; 
and when the children took any, they 
had to go up and make a bow before 
the shrine, and say a prayer to the 
spirits. I didn’t want to do that, and 
so they said I need not say the prayer, 
but if I just made the bow, it would 
be all right, so I didn’t get any. But 
I want some, for they look so good.” 














Lesson for March 30 





While she was a thoroughgoing Japanese 
in so many respects and had never 
heard a word concerning the eating of 
meat offered unto idols, she was too 
good a little Christian to think of mak- 
ing a bow before a heathen shrine, even 
to get a sweetmeat she very much de- 
sired.—From the Expositor. Sent by 
M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Pliny’s Perplexity—The bread which 
we break, is it not the communion of 
the body of Christ? (1 Cor. 10:16.) If 
you care to look it up you will find that 
the younger Pliny, when governor of 
Bithynia, wrote to the Emperor Trajan 
asking what offense the Christians had 
committed for which they should be 
exterminated. He said in substance: 
“I have been trying to get all the in- 
formation I could regarding them. I 
have.even hired spies to profess to be 
Christians and become baptized in order 
that they might get into the Christian 
services without suspicion. Contrary 
to what I had supposed, I find that the 
Christians meet at dead of night or at 
early morn, that they sing a hymn to 
Christ as God, that they read from their 
own sacred writings and partake of a very 
simple meal] consisting of bread and 
wine and water (the water added to 
the wine to dilute it in order that there 
might be enough for all). This is all 
that I can find out, except that they 
exhort each other to be subject to the 
government and to pray for all men.” 
Pliny could not understand why they 
should be persecuted. He knew noth- 
ing of a gorgeous altar, of a sacrificing 
priest, of a special cake upon the altar 
which the faithful were to fall down 
and worship as the incarnate God, but 
his spies found Christians partaking to- 
gether of the very simple meal of bread 
and wine and water.—From H. A, Iron- 
side, in “The Mass vs. the Lord’s Sup- 
per.” Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, 
Kans. Prize illustration. 


Was God To Blame?—Do we provoke 
the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger 
than he? (1 Cor. 10:22.) There is an 
Old Testament warning that declares 
the same principle. “Be sure your sin 
will find you out” (Num. 32:23). She 
was a brilliant girl with a fine profes- 
sional training. A position was open 
for which she was well qualified, and 
she made application for it with high 
hopes, only to lose it when it seemed 
almost within her grasp. In an agony 
of disappointment she complained to a 
friend, “I do not see how anyone can 
believe in a kind God when a thing like 
this can happen.” But the friend knew 
two things. She knew, for example, 
of a certain wild escapade in which the 
young woman had been engaged; and 
she knew that at least one member of 
the committee was also aware of the dis- 
graceful affair. “I am afraid,” she said 
to the disappointed girl, “that you may 
be the victim of your own past. You 
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know all things have their connections. 
There are no isolated events. Life 
comes in the form of a chain. The very 
moment one link breaks the whole chain 
is weakened.”—From Christian Advo- 
cate. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, 
N. Y. 

w 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 203) 


1. Baptism, confirmation, holy Com- 
munion, penance, and extreme unction. 


2. From the Latin sacramentum which 
means an oath—especially an oath of 
loyalty. 

3. They believe that baptism and the 


Lord’s Supper are spiritual experiences, 
not outward acts. 


4. Feetwashing, 
13: 1-15. 
5. That it refers to the baptism of the 


Holy Spirit, and that it refers to the 
ordinance of baptism. 


6. Union with Christ in His death 
(Rom, 6:3). 

7. That we have died with Christ unto 
sin, and are risen with Him into new- 
ness of life. 


derived from J ohn 


8. It is a memorial, a proclamation, a 
communion, a covenant, a consecration, 
and an anticipation. 


9. A communion of the body and blood 
of Christ (1 Cor. 10:16). 


10. Partaking of the Lord’s table and 
the table of demons (1 Cor. 10:21). 


ELMuurRSsT, ILL, 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription; accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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S. Zz We have the new loose- 

— as well as 35 other 

to ci from. 

Write for catalog describing Scohe and zi cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


SHOULD WE PROVE IT BY THE 
CHURCH OR THE BIBLE? 


The Knights of Columbus, Catholic fraternal order, 
insists that we prove our faith by the church. If the 
Word was given by our Lord to His apostles and 
preserved in the Bible and tradition, then the Scrip- 
ture is only part of the truth. 

Read the answer in: 


The Bible and the Church, Which Came First? 


Oliver W. Price has added six chapters to a popular 
series used in The Times forming a new ob of 
112 pages for $1 suitable for distribution to Catho- 
lics. Order from the author, 


Box 9081, Oklahoma City 15, Olda. 








‘more of the same 


Yes, teachers and pupils like 


HIGLEY’ FAMOUS POCKET 


QUARTERLIES 


They like the handy size, convenient 
for spare-minute use. Based on Inter- 
national 8.8. Lessons, Must be seen 
for fall appreciation. Ask for sample. 
Quarterlies or workbooks for all 
departments. Low in price 


TRUE TO GOD’S WORD 


Here is material that builds character 
and wins souls. 68 pages, more than 
25,000 words and every one counts. 

helpful visual aids 





Write for full details 
Get our big catalog of complete S. S. Supplies 
THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, Ind. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 


Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 


Prayer helpers urgently needed. 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














FOR YOUR LIFETIME!... 


If you are interested in security and peace of mind . 

. . plus a share in training sou ~~ 
for fruitful, Christian lives and service — you'll be interested in 
the Wheaton College Annuity Investment Plan. It 


generous income for life . 


was designed to satisfy these needs. Write 
today for the rree booklet, Pleasant 
Tomorrows, explaining the plan. 


T WHEATON COLLEGE Dept. ST38 
i Wheaton, Illinois 

Please send me a copy of Pleasant Tomor- 
! rows, booklet explaining Annuity Plan in 


I 
l Name. Age. 
| Address. 


! City. 


a SS | 











Zone. State. 

















AN ASSURED 
INCOME 


WHEATON ANNUITIES 
PROMPT AND SURE—HAVEN'T MISSED 
A SINGLE PAYMENT IN OVER §§ YEARS! 
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Another Alaska Tour 


Planned for This Summer 








OR Sunpay Scuoot Trmes readers 

and their friends who enjoy traveling 
together for a vacation, another won- 
derful Christian Fellowship Tour to 
Alaska. has been arranged. This is- the 
nineteenth tour, and again will take 
in some exciting and wonderful scenic 
spots in Canada and the United States. 

On the way out to Vancouver, the 
party will spend a day and a night each 
at Banff and Lake Louise. The Cana- 
dian Pacific’s fine steamer, the S.S. 
Princess Louise, will be boarded at Van- 
couver for an eight-day cruise in the 
calm waters of the Inland Water Pas- 
sage, a thousand miles north, to Skag- 
way, Alaska, Mountainous scenes along 
this unusual cruise are such as to leave 
indelible impressions upon one’s mind, 
to be enjoyed over and over again. Out 
from Skagway, a narrow-gauge rail- 
road goes farther northward into Brit- 
ish Columbia and the Yukon to Car- 
cross, 

Before returning eastward, the party 
will enjoy the rare treat of spending 
two days and nights at the magnificent 
Empress Hotel in picturesque Victoria, 
B, C., a very British city. Many attrac- 
tive shops are here, and exquisite china, 
fine British woolens, and leather goods 
may be purchased free of duty. On the 
eastward journey, four days are to be 
enjoyed in Yellowstone and the Grand 
Teton National Parks, 

The tour will start from Chicago on 
June 23, returning thereto on July 15. 
Mr, Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of the TIMEs, 
and Mrs, Jaeger will accompany the 
tour, throughout. If you are interested, 
please write to Mr. Jaeger at The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, requesting a folder 
which will give all details and costs. 


Children at Home 


Peter and Benny 
By Sara Shields 


JETER and Benny were newsboys, 

and very close friends although 
vastly different in disposition. They 
both belonged to Miss Robertson’s Sun- 
day school class and her Boys’ Club. 

Peter came to Canada with his par- 
ents and two younger sisters, from 
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Scotland. The parents were almost like 
strangers to the boy because for five 
years previous he had lived with his 
grandmother. 

Peter loved to tell about his “Granny.” 
That she was a woman of God was 
certain, and she had taught Peter from 
God’s Word. His greatest sorrow in 
life so far had been leaving this woman 
of God and the happy life he had known 
with her. But Peter was a wise laddie 
—he knew his place was with his par- 
ents, and, although they cared little for 
the things of the Lord, his grandmother 
had made him realize that the Lord 
could use him to bring them to Him- 
self. 

Benny, until Peter took him to Miss 
Robertson’s class and club, had never 
heard of the Lord Jesus as a boy’s best 
friend, nor did it make much of an im- 
pression on the poor boy until Peter’s 
winsome life showed him how - real 
Christ could be. 

Benny was a timid little fellow, and 
easily cowed, which often made him the 
target for the bully of the neighbor- 
hood. That his pal, Peter, was able to 
stand up to this bully was wonderful 
in Benny’s eyes, and the poor boy 
longed to stop being a “scary cat”—as 
he described himself to Peter. 

One day when the two boys were on 
a hike together, Benny said: 

“Oh, Peter, I wish I could be like 
you! You’re not scared of anybody; 
today my father told me I was a jelly- 
fish.” 

“Benny,” said Peter, “we have a 
couple of hours before we need to leave 
here to deliver our papers. Let’s eat 
our lunch, and then I’ll tell you some 
of the things my granny taught me.” 

Mrs. Mack, the kind Christian land- 
lady with whom Miss Robertson stayed, 
had packed the boys a good lunch. She 
loved Peter, and called him a “great 
wee mannie.” The boy had confided 
to Mrs. Mack his hopes for winning 
Benny to Christ, and the good lady said 
in her Scottish language: 

“That’s fine, wee mannie! And, Peter, 
lad, I'll be praying you'll be guided by 
the Lord in all your dealings with the 
poor bairn. He needs a fine pal like 
you.” 

Miss Robertson was praying, too. 
Peter was her “right hand man” in the 
class and club. 

After the boys finished their lunch, 
Peter said: 

“Now, Benny, we’re only kids, and 
God knows that, and He has a lot to 
say in His Word about children. My 
granny taught me a lot, and I know for 
sure that the things she taught me are 
the real things to live by.” 

Benny answered: 

“But, Peter, it’s easier for you. Your 
granny taught you. I never heard 
about these things till you told me, 
and, honest, Peter, I don’t think I could 
keep them.” 
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“Now listen to me, Benny, lad,” said 
Peter, as he moved closer to his friend 
and put a comforting arm around him. 
‘Tl help you all I-can, and so will 
Jesus. He’s my Saviour, and He wants 
to be yours, if you'll ask Him to come 
into your heart. I know it’s easier for 
me, Benny, and I’m going to help you 
all I can; but you'll have to smarten 
up a bit-and don’t be so scared all the 
time. Jesus can give you courage. He 
gives it to me. He helps me all the 
time—at school, too, and selling my 
papers.” 

Benny loved Peter above everybody. 
If Peter told him something, it just had 
to be right; and to hear of a Saviour 
who could help a fellow as Peter said— 
that sure was great! 

Wise Peter had an idea what Benny 
was thinking, so he said: 

“Benny, the first thing you must do 
is to know you’re a sinner and that 
Jesus died for you. You must settle 
this first, Benny, and listen—I know 
for certain that when we belong to 
Jesus, and live as He wants us to, He 
takes care of us. I know it not only 
because my granny told me, but be- 
cause I’ve proved it for myself. But 
mind you, now, Benny, it doesn’t mean 
there won’t be hard things; and some- 
times the Devil tempts you awful, but 
you and me together, Benny, with Jesus 
to lead us, can help each other and 
maybe other kids, too.” 

So sitting there, that bright summer 
day, with the little birds singing their 
songs of -praise, Peter led his friend 
Benny to the Saviour. They had a 
lovely friendship, and God used them 
to help other boys. 


ToRONTO, CAN. 
w 


More About Space Travel 
(Continued from second page) 


let us make us a name, lest we be scat- 
tered abroad upon the face of the whole 
earth.” It will be noted in the King 
James Version that the words “thay 
reach” are in italics, showing that they 
were not in the original. Here the Com- 
panion Bible has this interesting com- 
ment: “Heb. ‘and its top with the 
heavens,’ i.e. with the Zodiac depicted 
on it, as in ancient temples of Denderah 
and Esneh in Egypt.” If this is correct, 
then the people were dishonoring God 
in two ways: (1) they were to love 
and worship Him alone; (2) they were 
trying to make a name for themselves 
instead of seeking the glory of God. 
Therefore this verse may have only a 
partial application to space travel, in 
that man may be too ambitious in reach- 
ing far out into space and ignoring God 
in all his plans. 

The interpretation of Deuteronomy 
30:4 is interesting’ in the light of re- 
cent penetration of space. Naturally, 
the commentators of earlier generations 
have nothing to say on this possible 
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application of the verse, since they knew 
nothing of space travel. There is, how- 
ever, some figurative language in the 
Bible (as, “the four corners of the 
earth,” Isa. 11:12), and the phrase, “the 
outmost parts of heaven,” might imply 
the greatest distances, yet still on the 
earth, 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 30 


Take Up Thy Cross 
(Mark 11:1-10; Luke 9:23) 
Topics are copyrighted by the Interna- 


tional Society of Christian Endeavor, and 
are used by permission. 


HERE is a danger in an appeal that 
is sometimes made to young people 
to accept Christ and live a Christian 
life because it is a fine and noble and 
manly thing to do. While there can be 
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no question that it is a fine and noble 
thing to accept Christ, there is far more 
to it than this. Young people sometimes 
get the idea from such an appeal] that 
becoming a Christian is merely a mat- 
ter of adding another commendable 
virtue to their lives, when, as a matter 
of fact, it is actually taking on a com- 
pletely new and different life. It is 
impossible to accept Christ and follow 
Him and go on -4living the same kind 
of life one lived before, no matter how 
commendable or respectable that life 
may have been. 
se 


On this Palm Sunday, let us look first 
at the example the Lord Jesus has set 
for us in the matter of taking up a cross. 
He was not a victim of circumstances, 
helpless before the impending events 
that led to a martyr’s death. He came 
to this earth with the fixed purpose to 
die for the sins of the world. Matthew 
16:21 tells us that from a specific time 
in His ministry, He began to reveal to 
His disciples that He must suffer and 
die and be raised from the dead. Isa- 
iah 50:7 tells us that He set His face 
“like a flint” to undergo the suffering 
and humiliation and death that were 
before Him. When Peter, whom the 
Lord called a “little rock” after his 
confession of Him as the Son of God, 
sought to dissuade Him from going to 
the cross, Christ rebuked him, calling 
him an “offense,” or stumbling block, or 
stone of stumbling (Matt. 16:23). 
Christ’s way to the cross was planned, 
deliberate, intentional, and inflexible. 
In Revelation 13:8 He is called the 
“Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world.” 

4 


In Luke 9:23, one of the verses chosen 
for our topic this week, and in Matthew 
16:24-26 and Mark 8:34-37, the Lord 
Jesus set forth the principle of cross 
bearing for those who would follow Him 
and be His disciples. Notice that here 
also is the element of deliberate and 
intentional action. The word “will” in 
“if any man will come after me” is 
more than a mere auxiliary. It carries 
the meaning of desire or determination. 
We do not somehow drift into follow- 
ing the Lord Jesus and becoming a dis- 
ciple. H must be a deliberate act of 
our wills. 

Se 


Notice now the course of this action. 
It lies along the way of denial of self. 
All too often we find this mistakenly 
represented as self-denial—the giving 
up of some pleasure, or the sacrificing 
of some of our time or energy for an- 
other. While such self-denial may have 
a salutary effect, it falls far short of 
the denial of self that the Lord Jesus 
asks of His disciples. Literally the fol- 
lower of Christ is called upon to deny 
his whole self, all his natural motives 
and impulses in so far as they come 
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into conflict with the claims of Christ. 
Luke 14:26 should help us to see that 
even natural affection is to be so sub- 
servient to the believer’s love for Christ 
that it may be compared to hate. 


bd 


But not only is self to be denied, there 
is a cross to be taken up. The believer's 
cross is not some affliction or trial that 
is to be borne uncomplainingly, nor is it 
Christ’s cross that the believer is to 
carry. We can never go to the cross as 
did the Lord Jesus when He died for 
the sins of the world. But the believer's 
cross does mean death, death to self 
and all that the self-life and the self- 
will stand for, and becoming alive to 
God. It was to this death and resurrec- 
tion that Paul referred when he said, 
“I am ‘crucified with Christ: neverthe- 
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me; and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me” (Gal. 2:20). 


The believer’s cross means a two-way 
death—death to self and the means by 
which the world is crucified to the be- 
liever (Gal. 6:14). Hence Paul can call 
upon believers who have been crucified 
with Christ to seek those things that 
are above (Col. 3:1), and to reckon 
themselves to be “dead indeed unto sin 
but alive unto God” (Rom. 6:11). 

Are you willing, on this Palm Sun- 
day, to take up your cross of complete 
surrender to the Lord Jesus, with a 
willingness to let Him rule completely 
and unhindered in your life? Before 
you .answer, think soberly about this, 
and, as the Lord Jesus warns those who 
would be His disciples (Luke 14:27-33), 
count the cost. It is not a light de- 
cision or one to be made carelessly, but 
it is the only way to victorious Chris- 
tian living and genuine discipleship. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

“ 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the Internaticnal 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 24 to 30 


Mon., Mar 24.—Matt. 26:26-30. 
The Lord’s Supper Established. 


PRAYER Succestions: “Jesus took 
bread, and ... the cup.” The Lord’s 
Supper is a more important ordinance 
than is generally realized. It is the 
soul’s most solemn check-up time, and a 
time of renewing the apprediation for 
the redemption provided by Christ 
Jesus. In the great days of the church 





in Scotland, the Lord’s Supper was a 
time of great soul-searching and re- 
pentance. How very little we have of 















212 (16) 





WHEATON 


SUMMER 
SESSIONS 


OFFER STRONG EMPHASIS ON 


SCIENCE STUDIES 
June _ 10 to Aug. 16 


You’ll find the Wheaton science courses reward- 
ing. New air-conditioned library and chemistry 
building make study a pleasure. A wide range of 
courses in the liberal arts and sciences are taught 
at Wheaton, Black Hills Science Station, and 
Honey Rock Camp. Also special work in teacher 
training, Graduate School of Theology, and Con- 
servatory of Music. 


Attend 2, 4, 6, 8 or 10 weeks 


Free Tuition to pastors, full-time Christian workers 
and alumni for the Inter-Session, June 10-20. 


SEND FOR FREE BULLETIN 
Write: Director of Summer School, Dept. 38 ST 


WHEATON COLLEGE * Wheaton, Illinois 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 


AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 








that today andshow very much we need 
it! Pray, that 6ur Communion services 
may be more like Christ intended them 
to be. 


Tues., Mar. 25.—John 6:35-40. 
Jesus, the Bread of Life. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He that cometh 
to me shall never hunger.” Christ, the 
originator of food for our bodies, is 
Himself the only food for our souls. 
His flesh “is meat indeed,” and His 
blood is “drink indeed” (v. 55). Let us 
not try to live by bread alone, but by 
that which God has given us in Christ 
our Sacrifice. He is your only source 
of spiritual food. Feed on Him per- 
petually. Pray for a deepening hunger 
for the Bread of Life. 


Wed., Mar. 26—Acts 16:25-34. 
The Jailer Baptized. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: He “was baptized, 
. .. believing in God with all his house.” 
Public declaration of faith in Christ is 
absolutely necessary. The record of the 
early church on the subject of baptism 
will prove the basis for understanding 
the will of God in this matter. Pro- 
fession without performance is futile. A 
good conscience comes from a good con- 
fession. Pray fOr more unhesitating 
obedience to the known will of God. 
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Thurs., Mar. 27.—Rom. 6:1-11. 
Baptism and the New Life. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Reckon 
yourselves to be dead.” Only as we die 
with Christ can we expect to live with 
Him in the victory that He accomplished 
at Calvary. But this passage tells us 
that we are dead—that we died with 
Him (v. 6). It only remains for us to 
reckon as true that which has been ac- 
complished. And our baptism is the 
outward symbol of this death, burial, 
and resurrection—resurrection to new- 
ness of life. Are you living in that new- 
ness of life? Pray that you may live 
this life on the highest plane. 


Fri., Mar. 28.—1 Cor. 11:23-32. 
Paul Explains the Lord’s Supper. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let a man ex- 
amine himself.” Paul’s inspired words 
on the observance of the Lord’s Sup- 
per are more generally read than prac- 
ticed. The Lord’s Supper is the church's 
supreme check-up time, but very little 
checking seems to be done in the few 
moments allotted before its observance. 
The danger of ignoring the divine direc- 
tive is greatly underestimated. A re- 
vival in the church must come through 
realignment of the life of God’s people 
and leaders with the precepts found in 
the Gospels and the Epistles. There can 
be no revival without obedience. Pray 
for more emphasis on spiritual check-up 
at our Communion services. 


Sat., Mar. 29.—Acts 20:7-12. 
Gathered To Break Bread. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When the dis- 
ciples came together to break bread, 
Paul preached unto them.” It pays to 
get people into the presence of God be- 
fore giving them the Word of God. The 
more appreciation we have of Him, the 
more ready we are to hear His Word. 


‘Center your attention on Him; let Him 


be your chief attraction. Especially 
dwell on His broken body, for that will 
be the theme of your song throughout 
eternity (see Rev. 5:12). The church 
of our time has not yet fully tried the 
power of the effective celebration of what 
is called the “breaking of bread.” Pray 
that church leaders may review their 
current practices and conform them 
more definitely to His will, 


Sun., Mar. 30.—John 15:1-11. 
Abiding in Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Abide in me.” 
Not all Christians abide. This is ob- 
vious because there is so little fruit 
in so many lives, and he that abides 
brings forth fruit (v. 5). It is easier 
to abide in a doctrine than to abide 
in Christ because it is easier to have 
a sound creed than to have a sound 
spiritual life. To abide means to re- 
main, so abiding means an unbroken 
communion with and obedience to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Pray that 
you may learn how really to abide 
day by day. 
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